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3 School teacher

- Buying fov th«e Future:
' Recycled-(ontem Products

- Smyser Elemenfary SchooI—Chicago linois = g

C S
frer v1s1t1ng an env1—
: ronmental awar e-

ness center

Contact:

Where they learned about recycled content Sherry Weinberg
Swyser Elemevtary School

products, fifth- and eighth- grade students 4310 North Melvina

at Smyser Elementary School in Chicago’ . Chicago, YL 60634

became concerned about the demand for | Phoue: 773 534-3710
‘ recovered materials. To make an 1mpact in ¥ Yax: 773 534-3555
, therr commurnty, they orgamzed a 1—year N
program to convince people to buy recycled— |
‘ content products C '

The students d1v1ded into groups and de Veloped 1nd1v1dual pro]ects

One group performed quality comparison tests on recycled -content and
nonrecycled-content products, such as napkins, paper towels, and tissues. -
Another group of students designed flyers that detailed Why people L
should buy recycled-content products and distributed them door-to-door "
- in the community. Parent volunteers helped another group of students
survey shoppers at a local grocery store about their habits and attitudes .
regarding recycled-content products. Another group contacted local gro- . .
cery storés, suggesting strategies to increase the visibility of their recycled- S
content products, such as clearly labeling products and consolidating .
recycled-content products under a special sign. They also wrote to manu- .
facturers of recycled-content products, suggestlng they offer product
. coupons to their customers. During a local environmental festival, both .. =~
.~ classes presented their pro;ect findings along with useful items they made e
- from waste, including vases made from ceréal boxes, picture frames made' B
from scrap cloth, and robots made w1th soda cans. o

‘Through participation in the pro;ect students gamed a better under-" e
‘standlng of how change is created through government, private compa-
nies, and the community. “The program made an impact on the
community, making them more aware of how and why they should pur- i
" chase recycled products ”? saud Sherry Wemberg, Smyser Elementary [P




- "occurs. It’s an educational experience that combines academic

‘xffeveu ce:
3 Sevwce-ﬁ.eammg asa Solid Waste
Educauon Expeﬂeme |

58 very day we inake "choice's that not only affect'our indi-
vidual lives, but often impact our natural environmentt
as well. By choosmg to participate in an envxronmental f
service- learning project, you can make a difference—
—W

both in your own future and the futare of our planet.

Serv1ce learmng is more than Just a buzzword used. to descnbe
commumty service and volunteerlsrn effOL ts. Students get
mvolved in helping others, w1th an empha31s on the learning that

knowledge W1th service and pelsonal reflection.

Although the idea of service-learning is relatwely new, tbe
types of projects students are doing throughout the United
3 ‘States are quite diverse. Some schools require students to com-
.- pletea certain number of service hours after school, while others
- incorporate service-learning into their classroom activities. Some
students even undertake their '
own individual service
- ‘projects through com-
' munity groups,
clubs, and other
organizations.
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~ Smyrna Primary School—Smyrma, ]Tenn?s_sféfg{

: ‘ourth graders in v AR D

Smyrna B - CavaSamim -
, Tennessee RE nyvua anary Schooi

r""d.W1th preschool childrén and- their par— - POBox303.

ts to increase’ awareness of recycling and ~  [EEEUNALES TN 37167

artic patlon in the school’s existing program g\ Phone 615 459316
- hax: 61§ 355 5@09

L o;fannhanze preschoolers with the progLam .
e -,students set up recycling bins in the preschool: class— e

" room and encouraged the children to, bring in recy-
.clables They helped the younger children: collect, sort; and count the
lmaterlals and taught them to clean their bottles and cans before brmgmg _
:‘them into the school. The fourth- gladers planned a lesson o the - )
:nnportance of recycling and how.to recycle, which they presented to the
schoolers families, and designed a booklet on how to get others

7C lvcd in recychng The older students also taught the preschoolers U
ow to makc toys and games from recyclables “The preschool chﬂdren .
'became 50 mvolved in'the recyclmg program that their class often won
| e"recychng awareness award at'our academic cclebraﬂons,” sa1d Calla
,Sartln a spec1al educatlon teacher at Smyrna anary ‘ '

‘ Tl'nough this l-year project, farmhes became aware of the need to
recycle and the preschool c¢hil-" -
.dren developed color 1dent1ﬁca— ‘
tion and counting skills. In
'addltlon ‘students became' teach-‘ i
ers in the1r homes, working ' .
,.closely with their parents to share
and apply the1r new knowledge..""‘ -




Studems Make a Litter ;anferenceﬂ,

‘Westhill Elementary School—Bessemer Alabama

_— }
: " aced with litter and g Contact:
‘ \ recycling challenges, as. . SR TONER SN o
| ' well as a need for more ~ RISUTIIEWEELIE LR
students to be involved in community projects,- © 710 Gienn Road
fifth-grade stud.ents ‘and teachers from Westhill -{ Bessewer, AL 35023

Phone: 205 481-9860

Elementary School in Bessemer, Alabama, cre- ,
Fax; 205 481-9891

.ated the Bcssemer Recychng Program.

The rnultlycar pr ogram was designed to increase
individual and community awareness and respon51b1hty
for solid waste generation, as well as promote student,/community o
1ntcract10n “We wanted the students to leave the project with feelings L
of hope, saying ‘I can make a difference,”” said Bonnie Palmer, Wcsthﬂl
Elementary school teacher. Students attended a 3-day environmental -
education camp that focused on conservation, reuse, and recycling con- . .
cepts. After the camp, they applied what they learned through hands- -on
activities including a community ncwspapcr drive, an aluminum can - :
recycling program in the school, and a cafeteria waste reduction effort
The students cncouragcd citizens to bring old newspapers to the
school, advertised the event, and coordinated pickup and dropoff times. o
In addition, they worked with cafeteria employees to purchase reusablc ‘.  '
products, rather than disposable ones. They also designed posters and .
. wrote and performed plays encouragmg community mcrnbers and class— e
: matcs to 1ccyclc » : R

"Through these activities, the students B

increased their awdreness of solid waste -
' 'management, established close ties with

the community, and strengthened their
S " English and math skills. The town now has
g  less litter, and the students can understand
and appreciate the positive impact of their
efforts on the environment.







i such as the Bureau o
. Land Managemerit 2

,mty CO.l’ll‘lCCthl‘lS m,
taught solid waste
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- Future Homewmakers.
‘Make a Differenice |
Rutledge High School—Rutledge, Tenneefse_e .

euse Others or; gamzed and used a culuculum W1th videos and activities
0, t¢ ch fellow students and those W1th special needs about sohd waste

, management Fmally, the students made solid waste management pre- |

' entations-to, local civic organizations and pracueed what they taught by
opti ng a 2—m11e stretch of nghway 11W wh1ch they cleaned four™
tnes a yeat.” ‘ ' 5 '
'.esult of the plogram sohd Wwaste awareness mcreased w1thm the
commumty, and students learned the lmportance of 1ecychng and

! t1c1patu1g in the commumty “Sevelal parents have told me after their
ildren’ partlcxpated in the plogram, they Wanted recychng bins at home
aid Barbara Morgan, the . ‘

FHA teachier SpOnsor and
pro;ect coordmator




1

Lights, Cawera, .. Recydling!
Bishop O’Dowd and Castro Valley High Schools—

Alameda County, California

- Cowitact:

o \ : Curry Wyde, Program Manager
tional materials are geared for a younger _ Davis Siveet Education Ceuter
audience, students and teachers from = [ 2615 Davis Stveet
two Alameda County, California, high Sav| Leaudto, CA 94577
~ schools joined forces to produce their Phone; 510 563-4282

" own solid waste educational video. Yax: 510:563-4210
| E-maik curry _hyde®

Students frbm Bishop O’Dowd and | alavneda-coe XIZ.caus
Castro Valley high schools, their teachers,
and volunteers from local media and educa-
tional organizations worked together to produce
100% Waste Free, an educational video with an important message
designed to appeal to high school students. The students wrote, the
script for the video and acted in a series of scenes that addressed pur-
chasing and disposal behaviors. The video, combined with a followup
discussion and suggested activities, has helped to generate student, facul-
ty, and staff awareness for solid waste management issues. It also has N
become part of a presentation given to high school students and visitors
to the Davis Street Education Center, which is located next to one of . o

the county’s recycling facilities.

- “Qur goal for the video was for high
school students to see real situations, which
they encounter in their everyday lives, and
think about how they can each make a differ-
ence by reducing, reusing, recycling, and com-
posting to reduce the amount of trash they = N
generate,” said Curry Hyde, program manag-
er at the Davis Street Education Center.













_ A:mumm‘. County Cooperative
. Extension Ageucy -
- 225 Norih Fourih Street

' Mebroy, NE 68370
Phoue; 402 7687212
| ¥ax: 402 768-7288




. chng According to a Texas Governor’s Report, up to 70

®

Workmg th Wovms

Earthworks’ Junior Master Composfer I’rogram
Grapevine, Texas

he Earthworks Junior 7(9“"3:“1"
Master Composter 4
PR Program is teaching’

' ~youth in Grapevine, Tcxas and throughout the South
" 'to spread the word about composting and organic recy-

‘ pelccnt of the waste stream is organic. Inspired by that fact,
- the. goal of the Junior Master Composter Program is to increase chll-

. dren’s awareness of the positive role they can play in waste reduction at
‘home and at school through composting. They also are learning how
‘worms can help them compost organic materials, through a process
known as “vermicomposting.” :

Thlough the program, fifth- and sixth-graders learn about compost—
ing and vermicomposting in a 4-hour course that teaches
them how to turn leaves, grass, and food scraps into
“black gold,” or compost. Specifically, the course
‘deals with the history of garbage and land-
fills, the definition of organic material, and
the principles of composting. The partici-
pating school receives a compost bin,
- . thermometer, manual, resource books,
“and worm bin from the Earthworks
" Junior Master Composter Program. After
attending the class, each student spends an addmonal 4
hours teaching parents and neighbors to compost yard tummmgs
or working with other students at school composting demonstration
. sites. To receive their Junior Master Composter certificate, students
. jmust commit to teaching at least two others about the, ﬁmdamentals of
composting.

Over the past 3 years, the Earthwork’s Iumor Master Composter
Program, funded by eight grants, has reached 10 ,000 students at 125
schools in Texas and Kansas. Additional programs are now under devel-
*.opment nearby in Missouri, Louisiana, and Oklahoma. :




“Yfrom 4-H 10 3RS

.4-H CAPITAL Program L gk

Aushn Texas L > ' )
R : Cl.ontact.

‘ . Lilliavjne Goeders

‘ erghth grade stu- - { Extension Sevvice

: Phdentsina 4-H . 5-1600 B Smith Road
gafterschool program in Austin, Texas, are . = - Austiv, TX 78722

. "‘teachrng their peers and others in ‘the com- S _Phone 512 473-9600
 mitinity about the “thrée R’s”——reduee rense Yax: 512 473-9611

: ‘.‘f,and recycle——through Workshops :

*video, andaWeb srte '

- After learnrng about reductron reuse and recychng, the teens decrded
to spread the Word They redesrgned therr own 4- H currrculum to

‘mcorporate the “three R’s™ and then promoted it to their peers at other
- 4-H clubs in El Paso, Texas The AustrnV :
" youth then took thelr 1deas to the com— BNy ‘

munity, se ttrng up a chsplay of compost—\
‘ing bins at 4 nearby énvironmental -
“education center to help visitors learn ‘
“about cornposting through hands-on

thermometers allowed people to deter-

: youths wrote and acted in'a 10- minute .
. video' promotrng reduction, reuse;, and,
rrecyclrng activities, which is shown

throughout the local school system The students also researched wrote; L

Wthh vvrll promote the '

b

h desrgned 3 and learned how to create a-Web site,

. Through this' ongorng program students have developed a sense‘ of
pride and accomphshment while lealnrng the unportance of protectrng
‘ ‘the envrronment Lillianne Goeders, the project. coordln'rtor ﬁ nds pa
. _trcrpatron in the"program has ¢ “increased therr awareness of envrronmen—
tal 1ssues and ‘allowed them 0 'séé a con 'ectron to- their own fivés.”

X eventh and S is County Agvicultuval

K

: }experrmentatron Magmfyrng glasses and . v

mine the temperature of a compost pllc
and get a close-up look at the compo-' "+
nents of the material. More recently, the. "




A Di%za Bizzaro
~ Roseville Area Mi

. Phove; 612 482-5280 |
- E-walk: b'nzz_a\{p@
ro_sev'ille]( 2Xnus




112 Court Ai\"/enge, ‘Room )
- Sevierville, TN'37862 -




- Battery Bviga‘de =
“Educates Com‘mumty

“Just R-3 11" 4-H Project
Semmole and Volusia County, Floridl’a ’

“Batte1y Bmgade” of 13 to 18-year- old

students is educating the

R A community about
e thc 1mportancc of using rechargeable batter-

” . uies: and recycling batteries, as part of an Coutact:
ongoing, “Iust R-3 It!” 4-H project in Shelda Wilkens/Marcia Morris
two Flonda counties. Sewinocle and Volysia Counity 4-H
' © 250 West County Howne Road
. Knowmg that chﬂdren are large con- Savford F{ 39773 -
s sumers of batteriés for toys and, portable Phowe (Wilkens): 4'07 823-2500, ExL. 5
. games, club leaders designed the pro-  |EECHARUMGIS Wyl ey
' gram to.educate youth about the way | ¥ax: 407 330-9593 (Se mole)
: battenes are made, the potennal environ- '\ ~ ¥ax: 904 822-5767 ( olusna)

mcntal impacts of various types of batter- . \QEEEEER SV TLC
" ‘ies; and the importance of disposing of/ \ . cosemivoleflys
,":-.recychng batteries properly. For fairs and other ; II
. community events, the youth worked with the 4-H v
‘leaders to develop an exhibit promoting reduction, reuse, a.nd rccychng

They staffed this exhibit at least four or five times a year, distributed

information about the county recycling program, and answered peo- -

ple’s. .questions about recycling. The youth also put together a calen-

* dar using text and artwork from a poster and essay contest they

- sponsored. The calendar was distributed throughout the

. schools in thc two counties., ‘

Not only are the students lcarnmg about enwronmental

stewardshlp, but they also are promoting these concepts

to their peers and adults in the community. They devel-

. oped a sense of how they can create environmental :

solutions beyond their own recychng habits by influ-
encing others to make environmentally conscientious..
decisions as Well




Studevts Graduate 10 Safe Dnsposal’ﬁ{
Montgometry County, Maryland Household el
Hazardous Waste Collection ‘ o

( ontgomery County, Maryland, student
' \ volunteers are learning about solid- Waste
= issues and carning credits toward gradua-
tion. Th1s ongoing program also helps keep substantial qumtltles of
household hazardous waste out of the waste stream ‘

. On household. hazardous waste collecuon "
" days, unused pamt left-over household
' chermcals, and other matenals that can- iy . Cowtack:

" not be disposed of in the trash are - " Susavue Bruubari, Manager
accepted for disposal at the county Movigomery County Master S
transfer statlon and other satellite ecyder/Composter Volunteer Program

“locations. Although only contrac- 18410 Mundaster Road

tors handle donated materials, yol- Derwood, MD 20855-1421
Phoue: 301 590-2818

unteers prov1de necessary logistical | Recyding Hotline: 301 590-0046
support to make these collections Yax: 301 590-2801
possible, reduce the cost of frequent E-vnail: Yovc@windsor.com
collection, and allow for safe disposal
of these materials. Between Iuly 1997
and June 1998 about 20 percent of the 60
volunteers participating in the household haz- .
ardous waste collections were students These Volunteers chrected 250 to

665 cars per day

“This is an excellent opportumty for students ” said Montgomery
County’s Master Recycler/Composter Volunteer Program Managet,
Susanne Brunhart. “No prior experience or background knowledge i is
required in order to make a significant contribution to the success, -of the '
event.” After seeing how much household hazardous waste is collected for
disposal in a single day, students began to understand the need for source
reduction—buying only the amount they will use or selecting a less toxic "
alternative. In order to meet a graduation requirement for serv1ce hours‘ :
the students wrote a statement to reflect on what they learned
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